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Dear Members, 
What an amazing group of people you are! After our last newsletter highlighting the 
cancelled fund-raising events, STOW received quite a lot of extra donations from mem-
bers. What a difference that made and it meant that we were able, without dipping into 
the reserves, to send out the first instalment of £20,500 for 2021 in September. It includ-
ed some extra money to buy a small solar panel for a young lad (see page 3). 
 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

 
We were also able 
to buy all our stu-
dents PPE when 
they went back to 
school – a require-
ment laid down in a 
letter to them all 
from the Govern-
ment.  
 
Schola got one of 
our college stu-
dents to demon-
strate how to wear 
a mask. 
 

 

 
Laptops 

We were also able to buy 5 laptops in June for our students starting at college. It is par-
ticularly difficult for them to share because of social distancing due to the coronavirus. 

Poor Schola had to travel all over Tanzania to 
deliver them, but she said it was a good oppor-
tunity to see how the students were doing in 
their new universities. 

I wrote in the last newslet-
ter under “Good Samaritan” 
about Raphael. As I report-
ed, he had secured a place 
at a college in Dodoma. As 
you can see from the photo 
he is “very, very happy” (as 
described by Schola). He 
couldn’t believe his luck! 
He promises to study hard 
and said that having his 
own laptop will make all 
the difference.  

 

 

 

Some of our secondary boarding school 
students getting their PPE 

The art of mask-
wearing 

Saada with her 
laptop 

A delighted Raphael gets his laptop 
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Silas’s family 

Later last year Schola contacted me to let me know that Helena, mother of Silas, Upendo 
and Robert, had died suddenly. You may remember stories in the newsletters over the 
years of this family who seemed to be almost constantly on the move, from rented house 
to rented house. Helena finally managed to secure a plot from the local village leaders 
and built her own house on it. She then had a loan from STOW to start a small shop. 
 
The good news is that, thanks to some generous members, we were able to send funds 
out to start up the shop again – it had not been going since Helena’s death. Again thanks 
to generous sponsors, we were also able to fund a new small solar panel and light so that 
Silas could study at home. Silas helped the “fundi” (general word for electrician/
plumber/builder etc.) instal the light in the house.  

 

 
 

Silas told Schola that his sister, Upendo, was crying all the time, day and night. She had 
started at the usual place we send our students to – the Novelty Youth Centre – to pre-
pare for being taught in English at secondary school but was not happy there. Via emails 
we agreed it best for Upendo to go straight to boarding school instead and the photo 
above shows her getting ready with her school mattress – everything else she needs has 
also been bought. As you can see, she is not a happy girl but we hope that being with 
other girls her age will help her a bit.  
 
The youngest child, Richard, is getting a bicycle to get to school on time. I did worry 
that, being so young, he might get the bike stolen off him but Schola says that he will be 
safe because there are other children from the nearby village who go by bike to school. 
So he’ll start off being accompanied by Silas and then meet up with his friends from that 
village.  

Silas helping fundi 
with new solar light 

New shop 

Upendo ready for 
boarding school 
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Creative thinking … 
 
When I saw Mwanaisha in February last year, the 
Head Teacher of the school said she was struggling 
with her lessons. Life is hard for Mwanaisha at 
home, she helps her aunty out quite a lot at her café. 

We arranged for Mwanaisha – and her friend Jack-
line, at the same primary school – to have extra tui-
tion. Jackline passed her end of primary school ex-
ams and is now at the local secondary school. Sadly, 
Mwanaisha missed out by only a few points.  

She went to see Schola begging her to find a way 
that she could go to secondary school, promising to 
work hard. Schola found a boarding  school in the 
area which was part funded by charitable donations 
and so we were able to fund her to go there – result! 

We are hopeful that, not having to work at her 
aunt’s café every day and having regular meals, 
Mwanisha will do well and have a chance to have a 
good career ahead of her. 

Chande  

Chande used to live with his elderly father, but the father has now gone to live with rela-
tives as he is unwell and needs a lot of care. So Chande lives on his own in a little house 
that needs a lot of repair work as one end is falling in. He is quite a charmer though and 
when we visit him he is always surrounded by a host of little children (I always make 
sure that I take plenty of biscuits to give out!).  

Chande told us that he does all his own cooking and washing and seemed unfazed at 
having to live alone. 

We gave him a bike 
to get to school, 
which is miles and 
miles away from his 
home and some 
money to pay a fun-
di to do some repair 
work. He also got a 
food parcel and a bit 
of extra money to 
buy in water as he 
has no running wa-
ter in the house. I’m 
always so im-
pressed with these youngsters who manage to get their 
school shirts so very white! 

 

 

Mwanaisha at her aunt’s cafe 

Chande’s house needs repairs 

Chande with his new bike 
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Remembering Elizabeth 

STOW sponsored Elizabeth since she was a tiny tot in primary school right through to 

secondary school and then college where she was studying to be a pharmacist. Sadly last 
year she died whilst at college. 
 

Elizabeth had a long-standing health condition which meant STOW gave additional sup-

port to ensure that she had regular meals and water. I remember her very fondly and also 
her mother who STOW supported to start a shop/café. I sent her mother my condolences 
via Schola who has been to see her several times since we got the sad news. 
 
AGM 

I mentioned in the last newsletter that we were still hoping to have our AGM in Septem-
ber. This indeed did go ahead and we sat outside, socially distanced, in front of Bryan’s 
Barn. It felt a little bit like normal life but as you can see from the photos it wasn’t at all 

our usual event. However, the necessary business was conducted and some refreshments 
were partaken, using disposable cups and making sure that none of the slices of cake 

touched each other (we were learning fast!). 

 
Best wishes to you all and wishing you many healthy months ahead, 
 

Marie Adams,  
Founder and Chair of STOW  

Pandemic AGM in September 

Elizabeth at primary school, secondary school and college 
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We continue to live 

in unusual times 
both here and in 
Tanzania with some 

way still to go until 
we reach the com-
ing ‘new normal’. 
 

First, a big thank 
you to those who were able to assist with 
additional donations to help cover both 

the income we would reasonably have 
expected to receive from our summer 
and autumn fundraising events, and also 

to cover the extra funds required to help 
our students with PPE and laptops. In all, 
we sent out £6,483 over the original 

budget in emergency funds in 2020. 
 

Our fundraising events also would usually 
serve to introduce new people to the 

work of STOW, some of whom in the 
past have gone on to become members 
and to sponsor children. If you are aware 

of someone who might be persuaded to 
join us (for £12 a year), please could you 
consider having a few words with them 

and, if appropriate, let us know and we 
will contact them with membership de-
tails.  
 

According to the UK government’s travel 
advice page on Tanzania, the Tanzanian 
government last released data on Covid-

19 on 29 April 2020. However, Tanzania 
is implementing temperature scanning and 
collecting tracking information for all ar-

riving international passengers. People 

who are tested for Covid-19 on arrival 

are required to self-isolate for 14 days. 
This makes it unlikely that there will be 
any monitoring trips anytime soon.  
 

However, although Marie has not been 
able to visit since January 2020, improve- 

ments in electronic communication have 

meant that we have been able to receive 
updates about many of our students 
(most of the photos in this edition have 

been sent us by our Tanzanian partner).  
 

We have also been able to liaise remotely 
on the budget. As we have such a trusting 

and long-standing relationship with our 
Tanzanian partners, we felt confident to 
agree a realistic budget for 2021 that will 

support 72 children. As many of our stu-
dents are now well into their teens, we 
expect additional future costs for items 

such as laptops and general living and 
travel expenses.  
 

As noted opposite, we are just about to 

send out our second instalment to Tanza-
nia. Thanks to you, our generous STOW 
friends, we have been able to do this 

without dipping into reserves. However, 
with only a little hope of holding fundrais-
ing events this year, we can’t be sure 

what lies in store for future funding of 
these vulnerable children. Fingers crossed 
that STOW’s friends continue to be kind 

and generous. 
 

As always, I make no apologies for re-
peating that the money our members and 

supporters continue to donate makes a 
huge difference to some of the most de-
prived children and young people in  

Africa.   
 

Education for our STOW children, 

whether primarily academic or vocation-
al, is the leg-up rather than the hand-out 
they require to become future successful 
members of their communities.  
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you. 
 

Martin Stevens, Treasurer,  

February 2021    

Some Thoughts from the STOW Treasury  
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Receipts and payments 1st June 2020 to 18th January 2021

 
Account balances: 
HSBC Community account           £28,051 
Virgin Money savings account      £21,218 
Total               £49,269 

RECEIPTS   PAYMENTS  

Members’ subscriptions £1,255    

Donations  

(including: 

£22,159  Grants to TUMAINI for 2021 £22,500 

Australian Rotary 

Saxmundham Rotary 

£15,249 

£350) 

   

   Total Tz payments (99%) £22,500 

     

     

Child Sponsorship £9,272    

   Printing May 2020 newsletter £240 

Gift Aid £4,634    

   Total UK payments (1%) £240 

Total receipts £37,320  Total payments £22,740 

Excess of receipts  

over payments 

£14,580 

, 

   

Balance brought forward  

from 31st May 2020 

£34,689    

Funds in hand at  
18th January 2021 

£49,269    

Martin Stevens, Hon Treasurer, Jan 2021 

NOTE A further instalment of £15,500 is being sent out to TUMAINI in February. 



Supporting Tanzanian Orphans and Widows (STOW) 

Registered charity no 1112424 

Since STOW's founding in June 2005 we have funded over 2,600  
annual school and further education places, helping well over 350  

children to get education and training with many going on to  
paid employment. 

We are with Virgin Money Giving (https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/giving) to help 
our fundraisers and to enable people to use a debit or credit card to donate to us. 
Just enter STOW in their search box and scroll down a few lines to find us. 
 

We like to thank our donors so, if you use this service and want us to know who 
you are, please email us separately at info@stowcharity.org with your name and 
the amount you’ve donated. 

(NOTE Printing and distribution costs for all our newsletters are now  
being covered by specific donations from generous members!) 

This issue of the newsletter is sponsored by Simon Ratcliffe 

Elizabeth on her way to a Teacher Training College for Nursery Teachers 


