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Dear Members 
A very happy and healthy New Year to you. May 2017 be a wonderful year for you 
all! A BIG apology to those members who sponsor children and who have not yet 
had their reports. I usually start them after the February visit and so have several 
months to complete the 85 reports. Last year, as you know, we didn’t get out until 
October so I started late!! I have sent out 53 reports to date and will be trying to 
catch up a bit before I fly out to Tanzania on the 27th of January! 
 

October’s visit was very busy as I was trying to catch up with as many children as 
possible. I managed to see a few of our older students, 3 of whom got news whilst I 
was out there that they had been allocated a place at university by the government 
– congratulations all round!! 
 

I am happy to report that the Business Visa we are now getting from the Tanzanian 
High Commission in London worked very well. We made a courtesy visit to the Im-
migration Office in Tanga and they stamped our documents to verify that all was 
correct. We were pleased to have this stamp when we were stopped on our way 
back into Tanga town from visiting our students at Zingibari Secondary School, 
near the Kenyan border. Three officials came over to the car – a policeman, an im-
migration officer and an army officer. We showed them all our official papers and 
after searching the car to make sure we weren’t smuggling anything, we were left to 
get on with our journey.  

 

Whilst we were at Zingibari the Head 
brought in a new pupil to see us, called 
Zuhura. He told us that she had started that 
year and wondered if there was any possi-
bility that we could pay her hostel fees. He 
explained that she has a long walk through 
the bush to get to school and that she is very 
vulnerable as there have been stories of 
bandits roaming the bush area.  
 

We later met her mum who told us that she 
has 3 younger children and after her hus-
band died she struggles to feed and house 
them. She grows and sells ochre which 
brings in just about enough to feed the fami-
ly. It turned out that STOW not only needed 
to pay the hostel fees but also had to buy 

Zuhura a mattress, bed sheets, mosquito net, plate, cup & cutlery!! Some of these 
things you can see on the table behind Zuhura and her mum.  
 

One of the best things about the monitoring visits is that not only do you get to 
speak to the teachers at the schools and see most of the sponsored children, but you 
are also sometimes able to resolve problems creatively as they arise, as the follow-
ing story shows.  

Zuhura and mum    
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Two problems solved in one go 
We heard that Silas and Upendo’s family had been 
forced to move. It now takes Silas over an hour to 
walk to school and mum told us that he was often 
very tired at the end of the day. We talked to the 
Head of his primary school about this and she con-
firmed that sometimes he was late getting to school 
as he has such a long walk - so we bought him a bike. 
 

When we went on a home visit to deliver the bike, we 
all felt, including the children’s mum, that the area 
was not very safe. Mum asked if there was any way 
we could help. We said we would look into it but I 
thought to myself – how on earth are we going to 

find this family somewhere to live that is both safer and affordable? 
 

After our visit we went on to another primary school close by and the Head brought 
twin boys to meet us. She told us that their mother had died just 3 weeks ago. 
Teachers at the school had been helping out by buying food for them. The Head was 
worried as the house now belonged to the twins but she found out that they had a 
massive water and electricity bill.  
 

We took the boys with us to their home . The twins told me how 
they had looked after their mother during the many months that 
she had been sick. They seemed rather bemused that we were tak-
ing an interest in their welfare. 
 

Having looked around the property, we found it had a separate 
room, with its own entrance, attached to the side of their house. 
We suggested that they might think about renting the room out 
and, guess what? – we knew of a family who would be grateful to 
rent the room! We mentioned that the daughter was at the same 
school as the twins and soon we had an agreement. Upendo, Silas 
and their mum moved in the next day. Twins’ bills sorted and Silas 

and Upendo’s family accommo-
dation sorted in an incredibly 
short time!! 
 

Here is Upendo and her mum in their new rent-
ed room. You can see how pleased Mum is! I had 
a quiet word with her when we were leaving 
asking her to keep a motherly eye on the twins 
and she said “of course”! 
 

It’s a bit of a long story but the result was such a 

good outcome I thought it worth sharing with 

you.  

            Silas 

Twins at home 
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Visitors from Australia 
STOW has been receiving a generous donation from Julian for many years now. He 
and his family moved to Australia a while ago and we met up with him in 2015 
when we were out there visiting my sister. He mentioned that he and some friends 
would be climbing Kilimanjaro in 2016 and would like  to spend a couple of days in 

Tanga after the climb. So, we were 
delighted to welcome Julian, Dave 
and Guy when they flew into Tanga 
in October 2016.  
 

Dave wrote a diary so I’ll leave it to 
him to tell you of his impressions
(see pp 8&9). They have made an 
incredibly generous ongoing com-
mitment to STOW. We are particu-
larly grateful as this year’s budget is 
£15,000 more than last year’s! I just 
want to say to all three of you, thank 
you very, very much. 
 

 
Other new children being sponsored by STOW 
I found that, since my last visit in October 2015, sever-
al children had moved out of the area to live with rela-
tives in other parts of the country. This has meant that 
we were able to sponsor new children to replace them. 
I’ve already mentioned the twins and Zuhura, here is a 
brief story about two more. 
 

Frankie is the older brother of Anthony who STOW 

is sponsoring at primary school. He lives with his 

grandmother and when we went to visit Anthony, 

their grandmother showed us the palm leaf roof that 

was falling in. She told us that Frankie was helping to 

repair it and that at weekends he does casual labour to 

help pay for this and to buy food for the family. We no-

ticed a bike in the house and found it to be Frankie’s but it needed serious repairs 

done to it, so we took it away. Our Australian visitors were with us at this visit and 

were keen for STOW to support Frankie at secondary school. 
 

We went to see Frankie at his school and took his repaired bike. We talked to the 

Head Teacher who told us that Frankie was a bright student who never missed a 

lesson. Frankie told us that he was taking mainly science subjects and would be 

sitting for his GCSEs next year. We quickly made the decision that it would be right 

for STOW to support him. 

 Guy, Julian and David on a school visit 

Frankie 
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Abedi has a very long walk to school each day. The 
school Head asked if we could support him as he 
could not even afford a school shirt or shoes, as you 
can see from his photo. As always we do a home visit 
to see what the situation is and whether the child 
meets the criteria for support from STOW. 
 

It took us quite a while 
in the car to reach 
Abedi’s house, first 
driving down the 
hardcore road to-
wards Tanga, then 
driving off-road for a 
while and finally walk-
ing the rest of the way.  

 

Like some of the other people we support, his father 
looks after someone else’s farm.  He gets a free 
house but does not get wages. Also, he is not al-
lowed any of the produce of the farm – he told me 
that even if a coconut falls off the tree, he is not al-
lowed to have it.  
 

However, he is able to grow some of his own vegeta-
bles and fruit - we noticed passion fruit growing. He 
also has some chickens and chicks. This means that 
they get just about enough food to feed the family of 
four. To supplement this, father sells wood which he 
cuts in the bush and takes into town in bundles. 
 

We talked to Abedi’s father about what support we can give and he was really 
grateful. He told us there is no short cut for Abedi to take to school and that he 
leaves at 5 am. He wakes himself up and gets his own breakfast. Abedi also often 
cooks for the family when he gets back from school, so he was very pleased when 
we left them with a food parcel and was looking forward to cooking something deli-
cious. 
 

I’m so pleased that we have been able to help some more vulnerable children – 
thanks to support from all you wonderful STOW members. 
 

Marie,  
Chair & Founder, STOW 
 

Abedi’s father 
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A number of unanticipated monetary 
changes both here in the UK and in Tanza-
nia have seemingly conspired to make 
significant impacts on the STOW finances 
and projected plans during the past few 
months. 
 

Since last year’s budget, there has been a 
substantial fall of 18% in the sterling ex-
change rate against the Tanzanian shilling 
(which is linked to the US dollar). This 
results in an additional call on our funds of 
over £6,000 a year should current ex-
change rates continue as now. Then, just 
as it rains, it pours a little harder with a 
request for a 30% plus increase (in Tanza-
nian currency) in the 2017 budget to pay 
this year’s school/college fees and to sup-
port our already sponsored students. This 
is partly a consequence of more students 
progressing further than we might have 
expected; wonderful news but a bit of a 
financial challenge. Also, Tanzanian infla-
tion continues at about 5% with actual 
school/college fee inflation seemingly a 
little higher than this.  
 

As you will be aware, STOW had built up 
a reserve fund of a little over one year’s 
expenditure so we could smooth out what 
we thought would be somewhat smaller 
bumps along our financial road. Because 
of this, there is no need to panic and pull 
the funding plug on any of our students in 
the immediate future. It looks like we are 
able to continue to support all our existing 
students for at least a further 3 years using 
our reserves. This gives us time to seek 
additional funds from both our existing 
friends and supporters and to explore other 
potential funding sources.  
 

The Trustees are determined as always to 
ensure that no STOW-supported student 
will have to leave their existing course due 
to a lack of funding. We will however now 
need to ensure the very best value for 
money is made when new courses are be-
ing considered for each of our students. 
Marie, I know, will be emphasising this to  
 

  

all she meets during the monitoring visit 
starting at the end of January. 
 

Some STOW supporters, already aware of 
our ‘financial surprises’ this year, have 
generously made additional donations to 
STOW including a significant recent do-
nation from our Australian friends. 
 

On a more personal note, this has caused 
me to review and then update my own 
Standing Order to STOW as I discovered 
this had not been increased in line with 
inflation for more years than I like to ad-
mit…. and I am Treasurer!  So: a plea, 
and we don’t usually ask so directly, BUT 
if you can, please consider looking again 
at your Standing Order (if you have one) 
and/or making an additional donation to 
STOW so we can continue to keep our 
students in education/vocational training 
as if no financial storms here and in Tan-
zania had come to pass.  
 

Thanks, once again, to all who continue 
so generously to support the STOW chil-
dren so they can continue with their edu-
cation and thus hugely improve their life 
chances. 

 

Treasurer’s (hiding) corner – it was all going quite nicely to plan and then ………. 

Martin Stevens, Hon Treasurer,  
18th January 2017 
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Receipts and payments 1st June 2016 to 18th December 2016 

 
Account balances: 
HSBC Community account               £9,659.20 
Scottish Widows savings account           £580.17 
Virgin Money savings account           £20,739.96  
Total                 £30,979.33  

RECEIPTS   PAYMENTS  

Members’ subscriptions £1,087    

Donations 

(including: 

£7,252.18  Grants to TUMAINI (1st & 

2nd instalments for 2017) 

£21,000 

Thurston’s Barn 2016 £1,735.50  Cash for grants Oct 2016 trip £3,557.62 

Benhall Church £202  Total Tz payments (92%) £24,557.62 

St James’s Place £2,500)  Contribution to Oct 16 flights £298 

  

 

 2 flights to Tanzania for Jan/

Feb 17 monitoring trip 

and 2 Visas 

£951.20 

 

£185.80 

   Thurston’s Barn expenses £271.00 

Child Sponsorship £4,765.81  Public liability insurance £273.75 

Gift Aid £3,119.93  July 2016 newsletter £202 

Bank interest £124.09  Stamps and envelopes £46.86 

   Total UK payments (8%) £2,228.61 

     

Total receipts £18,084.51  Total payments £26,786.23 

Excess (deficit) of receipts  

over payments 

(£8,701.72)    

Balance brought forward  

from 1 June 2016 

£39,681.05    

Funds in hand at 18th 
Dec 2016 

£30,979.33    

NB £6,000 was moved from the  
reserves to the community account in  
November 2016 enabling a 3rd instal-
ment of £9,000 to be sent out to Tanza-
nia the day after these accounts were 
finalised. 

Martin Stevens  
Hon Treasurer   1st January 2017 
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Dave’s Diary 
 

I had fully intended spending my post Kilimanjaro climb time in Africa lying 

on a beach when a chance discussion with my good friend Julian took me in a 

different direction. He mentioned that he was thinking of visiting a charity in 

Tanzania called STOW with which he had been involved for many years.  
 

Always trying to be a regular giver to charity, I had been looking for some-

thing to replace the corporate giving schemes. It was just too good a chance to 

pass up and thus I find myself the day after our climb joining him and anoth-

er friend, Guy, for a very different but rewarding adventure….  
 

Day 1 

Arrive in Tanga late afternoon to a rock-star welcoming committee – Marie 

and Jeremy are here to meet us, with their Tanzanian partners Schola and 

Esther as well as two minibuses to cart us all about. The only thing missing 

is a band!  
 

The heat is noticeably higher than in Moshi. 

Mercifully the vans have good air condition-

ing. As Marie only makes two short trips to 

Tanzania per year and has a lot of children to 

see and admin to get through, there isn’t a 

moment to waste. We are off to the first stop of 

the afternoon – getting some bicycles arranged 

for some of the children. Many children end up 

being assigned to a secondary school which can be 2 - 3 hours away on foot, so 

STOW provides many of the children with second-hand bikes, refurbished by 

a “fix-it-man” (or “fundi” as they say locally).  
 

The bike shop is packed to overflowing with bikes ready for repair. Our bikes 

are on display and after some brief negotiations, it’s back into the van with 

bikes in tow for a few home visits before the day is out.   
 

Day 2 

We have a lot of school and home visits to make today. Each school visit typi-

cally involves a small arrival ceremony – signing the school visitors’ book and 

a chat with the head master/mistress about the students concerned.  
 

It turns out that while primary school lessons are conducted in Kiswahili,  in 

secondary school it’s English! The estimated costs of providing English tui-

tion is about £30 pounds for 3 months. We all agree this is something we 

should support (see p11). It is situations like this that make it clear that 

stretching the available funds is a constant challenge. 
 

I go to the back of the school to take a picture or two and step into what turns 

out to be a flash mob of students clamouring to get their picture taken. I’m 

taken with how well turned out the children are.  
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School is very important to children 

here.   
 

Later, I meet a boy being cared for 

by his grandmother. Just getting to 

the house to meet them is a chal-

lenge in itself. Our van drivers, who 

are used regularly on these visits, 

seem to know every location down 

pat. Roads in neighbourhoods aren’t 

really roads at all — rather just 

spaces between the houses — and negotiating them takes time.  
 

We arrive and whilst Marie holds a discussion we have a look around. The 

house is tidy but I note a considerable 

amount of the roof is missing. Marie 

chats with the grandmother and sup-

plies some small funds to allow a local 

roof “fundi” to repair it.  This is part 

of the STOW model – to try and keep 

the child’s home environment stable.  
 

Day 3  
One of the privileges of accompanying 

STOW on this trip is the demonstra-

tion of the ability to help effect real and immediate improvements to peo-

ple’s lives. This is illustrated by the story of the twins and the relocated 

family (as told by Marie on page 3). 
 

This trip, whilst short, turns out to be incredibly rewarding. Sitting on a 

beach might be wonderful but having felt like we have made some signifi-

cant changes in people’s lives goes way beyond anything I can imagine. I 

have to say that STOW and its Tanzanian partners work tirelessly for the 

children, and outside of kindly accommodating us in an already hectic 

schedule, work full days for several weeks on end to try and get through 

what needs to be done.  
 

It is also refreshing to see that the vast majority of the STOW funding goes 

straight into the support, something that seems rare these days. I was really 

hoping that this trip would help me find what I was looking for – and it did 

on many levels. I can only hope I can return before too long to see how 

things have progressed.  

 

Dave Curtis 

October 2016 
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Midsummer at the Barn! 
 

Saturday 3rd June 2017 at 7.00 pm 
 

Welcome drink, supper,  
entertainment  
auction, raffle 

News of our work in Tanzania 
 

Thurstons, Rendham,  

IP17 2AR  
Tickets £15.00 per person  

available from:  
STOW, Acorn Cottage, Kelsale,  

                                          Saxmundham, IP17 2QY  
Tel: 01728 603348, email: info@stowcharity.org 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Beetle Drive! 
 

Saturday 8th April 2017 at 6 pm 
 

Hotdogs, wine, beer & squash, followed by the  
Beetle Drive with a break for ice cream, cake & coffee!  

 

St Johns Church Hall, Saxmundham 
(Parking available up the church drive or Waitrose) 

 
Adults: £5, Children: £2 
(minimum age 6 years) 

Family ticket (2 adults, 2 children): £12 
 

To book tickets phone 01728 663583 or pay on the door 
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Extra Tuition 
As Dave mentions in his diary (p8), all Tanzanian children who progress to secondary 
school go from being taught in Kiswahili to being taught in English. This challenging 
hurdle astonished our Australian visitors. Now, thanks to their generosity, STOW can 
offer what is called ‘Pre Form 1’ tuition to all those leaving primary to help them in their 
transition to secondary. These courses are a comprehensive introduction to the secondary 
curriculum and run from when the primary year ends to when the secondary starts. 

Tanzania has an ambition and a plan to be-
come a middle-income country by 2025 
Some signs of increased prosperity I noticed in 
2016 compared with 2011 or even 2014: 

 More traffic, including lorries, on the main 
 roads. 

 Village electrification – telegraph poles and 
 more tin roofs. 

 Can often see small solar panels on roofs. 

 Many examples of attempts at rainwater 
 collection from tin roofs 

 More flights at Tanga airport—4 different 
 airlines now operate out of Tanga. 

 Low-energy light bulbs everywhere that has 
 electricity. 

 Brand new estate (township? suburb?) on outskirts of Tanga – still dirt roads but  plots 
 sold with water and electricity supplied, many new houses built and occupied.  
 
Jeremy Adams 

    Village electrification 

Subjects taught in the ‘Pre Form One’ course (Maadili is Ethics) 
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We are on the BT MyDonate website (www.btplc.com/mydonate) to help our 
fundraisers and to enable people to use a debit or credit card to donate to us. 
Just enter 1112424 or STOW in the MyDonate search box to find us. 
 
Every penny of the money donated (excluding minimal card charges) comes to 
STOW including any Gift Aid due. We like to thank our donors so, if you use 
this service and want us to know who you are, please email us separately at 
info@stowcharity.org with your name and the ampunt you’ve donated. 

Supporting Tanzanian Orphans and Widows (STOW) 

Registered charity no 1112424 

Since STOW's founding in June 2005 we have funded over 2,000  
annual school and further education places, helping well over 300  

children to get education and training. 

Many thanks to Simon Ratcliffe who has sponsored the printing  
and distribution of this newsletter  


